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THE POLYNESIAN,
The Official Journal of the Hawaiian Government,

is published weekly at Honolulu, Oahu, H. I.

EDWIN O. HALL, EDITOR.

TERMS. .
One copy pet annum, in advance, - - f 6 00
Oat copy six months, in advance, - - - 3 60
Single copt-- s, ....... 12

Rates of Advertising.
cnnitrw- - fifi lineal, first insertion. 81.00, each con

inaance 23 els.; one half square (8 lines or less), first
frserlion, 50 cts., each continuance 12 ct.; Cards, no-te- s,

&c. not exceeding one half square, by the year, 85,00;
ot exceeding one square, 89,00. Yearly advertising not

..mxdinr one hair column. S 30.00 : not exceeding one
column, 860,00. Yearly advertising limited to the ad-- K

rtiser's own business.
hcgal Advertisements. Twenty-fiv- e cents per line, for

die first insertion, and six and one-tour- tn cents lor each
nhsMuent insertion.

)X7 Subscription to Ae Polynesian is payable invariably
ia advance.

(XT Ai transient advertisements will be inserted, unless

prtpaid.

List of Agents for the Polynesian.
I.taitsa, II. S. Swlnloa. Bo-t-o, - CD. Jarreaac Co
Hilo. - B. PHmaa. 8. Faaaciaco. Rev. T. D. Hunt- -

BUSINESS CARDS.
POLYNESIAN PRINTING OFFICE.

JJlain anfr Jatug Book anil Job printing
SCCH

Pamphlets, Shop Bills,
Catalogues, Bills of Exchange,
Circulars, Bills of Lading,
Ilaadbills, Consular Blanks,
Bill Heads, Blank Deeds,

VISITING, BUSINESS AND ADDRESS CARDS
executed with neatness and despatch, on liberal terms

B. F. SNOW,
Importer A General Commission Merchant.

IIUISULULU.
OAHU.

HAWAIIAN ISLANDS.
Bills of Exchange on foreign countries wanted.
Aug. 27.l6tf

EVEB.ETT & CO,
General Commission liTtrctjants,
A r. EVERETT. ) Honolulu, OiH, H. I.
THEO. liiill.t.'UiE t,S Sab Fbamcibco, CALiroaaia.

J. JaUE8, ) Borrow, Mab., U. 8.

r fnrv advanced on favorable terms for Bills of
Exchange on the U nited States, England and France.

MAKEE, AUTnOII&OO.,
Caatmission JTlerchaats & snip tnanaiers,r

HONOLULU, OAHU, H. I.
Uses Maker, )

s, Hawaiian Islakds.
Cm.Be- - 2d. S

U1 Ships supplied with RefrcslimenLs, Provisions, Sue.,
at ibe stiortcst uoiice, on reasonable terms.

A'. B. Wanted government or whalers hills on the U.
& f burope, lor hicn money will be aavancea on iav
ra!le terms.

STARKE Y, JANION & CO.,
illcrcQmts & Commission Agents,

tiotLUnr, ouin, 11 i.

B. r. BOLLES &. CO.,
DEALERS IN

Ship Chandlery and General Merchandise.
LAHA1NA, MAUI,

I. r. IOLLEI. S. HOFFMEYER.
Ships supplied with recruits at the lowest Market

rrice
Money advanced on reasonable terms for Bills of Ex

change on the United Slates and Enrope. 14 tf

BUSH & CO.,
Skip Chandlers A Commission Merchants,

LA HA IN A, MAUI,
ALFRED W. BUSH, t "awaiiasCHARLES P. ROBINSON. (

Ship supplied with recruit, in exchange for goods or

Money advanced, at the lowest rates, for Bills of
hichange on the United btate3 or burope. u iy.

C. P. SAMSING & CO,
DEALERS IN CHINA GOODS,

im-xniML.- oahu. h. i.
Ob Jiand and for sale, Sugar, Molasaes, Tea and Coffee

McCOLGAM & BOLAND,

On the premises adjoining Dr. Wood's
HONOLULU, OAHU.

Garments cut and made to order in the lates styles.
Aug. 27, 1850-- 1 j 16

F. RODRIGUEZ VIDA,
DKALSS IN

SMP CHANDLERY AND PROTISIONS,
HONOLULU. OAHU. H. I.

Ships snpplied with recruits at the lowest market price
for Cash or Bills on the United Slates or Europe.

javramvwr B. n nvr
DEALERS IN GENERAL MERCHANDISE,

HONOLULU, OAHU, H. I.

J. T. GOWER,
And Dealer in General Merchandise,

MAKAWAO, MAUI, IL I- -

AZ.TZXTO & HEEREU,
Dealers in General Merchandise.

(At the Store foraicrlr ooeapied hy I. Mostsomkbt.)
HoyoLCLu, oahu, s. x. Iy3

SEA A BARTOW,
Aiction and Conunission Merchants.

IL SEA, ArcnoirxEB.
Ij49 HOKOLTJLU, OAHU, H. 1

JOHN BECK,
Commission JTIercnant, .

V4 General Commercial dc Shipping Agent,
J 27, 1S30.Siu2 HosotCLC, Sandwich I$Vi.

AUPEO & AIIYONG,
(Known as the firm of Hopwa & Co.,)

Bread and Biscnit Bakers; Dealers ia
General Merchandise, Ac,

HOKOLULU. H. I.

J. M .STOZTS,
llonse Carpenter & Builder.

Opposite the residence of George Pfclly, Esq.)
HONOLULU, OAHU II. I,

lobbing done at the shortest notice and on the
" reasonable terms. 15y

A. B. HOWE,
factum and General Commission
. merchant..frpt 21 19--y IIowolulp, Oahu, IL I.

Ji MOHTOOMEnY.
ATTORNEY..W'm kirk Fwt at., fomr doors from

uct. 9, iojv y- -i

PORTER A OGDEN,
wl Merchants and Commission Agents,

(Opposite tbe Custom House,)
HOKOLULU, OAHU, B. I- -

CIIARLE3 BHEX7EH,
Commission 'Merchant

vto nncTnv tt s. be
fE, Aktrosx 4 Co

W. Wood. jn4-34- -y

HENRY ROBINSON & CO.,
Merchants and Commission Agents,

Julj 13-- 9 y HONOLULU, IK I.

CRABB & SPALDING.
Ship Chandlers and Commission Merchants,

HONOLULU, OAHU.
Constantly on hand a supply of ship stores and

recruits suited to the w ants of vessels visiting this
port, and for sale at the lowest market prices, for
casb or bills or exchange on the United States and
turope. jan4-34- -y

M. R. HARVEY & CO.,
HOUSE, SIGN, SHIP, COACH AND

Ornamental Uaintrrs.
Having the shop on the premises of C.
W. Vincent, is now prepared to execute all orders
with neatness and despatch, on the most reasons
ble terms.

Honolulu, March 28. 1850. 46tf

GAVIN" & HENDERSON",

HONOLULU, OAHU.

Jan. 12. 35-- y Hawaiian Islands.

BOWLIN A CARTWRIGnT,
Dealers in General Merchandise,

jyl3-9- y LAHAIIf A, MAUI, B. I
biciTd b. bowlix. ALFBKD D. CASTWBISBT.

WRIGHT & ROBINSON,
House, Sign, Ship, Coach and Ornamental

Painters.
(Imitations of Wood and Marble executed with

neatness and despatch.)
jyl3-9- tf HONOLULU, OAHU, H. I,

A. r. TURNER.
Civil Engineer and Surveyor.

Hale Hoona, Alanui Bcntania.
HoxoLULtr, August I5-6- m

J. H. WOOD,
Coot anil Sljoe manufacturer,

Shoe and Leather Dealer.
At the Brick Shoe Store.

Honolulu, Oahu, H.I. Aug. 31.1 6y

C. H. NICHOLSON,
m a Ua ai aa o aa fl. U s o

Establishment opposite the Seamen's Chapel,)
HONOLULU. OAHU. H. I.

A large assortmentof Broadcloths, Cassimeres, Vesting,
Cashmeres and Linen Drillings, constantly lor sale.

Garments made at short notice, in latest fashion.
Honolulu, Sept. 14, 1850. ly-1- 7

BRANDON & WOOD,
Carpenters, Joiners, and Dealers in all

Tfinds of Building Materials,
At the old stand of C. W. Tincent.

Honolulu, October 19, 1850. 23-- y.

GEORGE HARRIS,
MAXUFACTCKER OF

Tin, Connor, and Sheet-Iro- n WARE.
BROADWAY, HONOLULU,

OAHU.
N -- B. Sliipwork made and repaired at the shortest
notice Zi bm

SWAN & CLIFFORD,
' Ship Chandlers and General Agents,
ect 26-2- 4 ly HONOLULU, OAHU.

LAFREXZ A FISIIUIC,
Cabinet linkers ami French

POLISHERS.
Honolulu, Nov. 1. 1850-6m-- 25

REMOVAL.
CHARLES C. HARRIS.

Attorney and Councillor at Law.
Office No. 3, 2nd story of the large newbuilding, re
cently erected by the Governor, in Broadway or
Chapel street, nearly opposite the hsn market.

Honolulu, Nov. 23, 28-- m

WATCH AND CLOCK "REPAIRING.
W. ROBERTS, Watch Maker,FRANKLIN Mass.. has the honor to announce

to the residents of Maui, Oahu, Sr otjier islands of
the group, that he has established himself at La-hain- a,

Maui, where he is ready to repair clocks and
watches at short notice. All work warranted.

Nov. 16, lS50.3m 22

J5AN JmSJCOTICES
F. A.HUS8KV. J. B. BOITD. H.M.HALE.

HUSSEY, BOND & HALE,
COlVIIYIXSSIOXr MERCHANTS.

Wharf at the foot of Sacramento street,
San Francisco, California.

Refer to George B. Upton, Esq, Messrs. Samp.
son & Tappan, Messrs. Lombard & Whitmore,
Boston.

Messrs. Mason & Thompson, Messrs. Andrew
Foster & Sons, Simeon Draper Esq, New York.

Messrs. Alex. Brown & Sons, Messrs. Kirklr.C
Chase & Co, Messrs. Birckhead & Pearce, Balti
more.

Messrs. Mason & Kirkland, Philadelphia ; John
O. Howell. Laq., JNew Urleans ; bdward Carring
ton. Esq, Providence ; Messrs. Maxwell, Wright
& Co, Kio Janeiro. I6yl

Messrs. Crabb & Spalding, Honolulu. Aug.31

1" ARVIN &. HITCHCOCK, Stationers
JUL and Booksellers, respectfully invite the atten
tion of merchants and others in the Islands to our
extensive and well selected assortment of Station
ery and Miscellaneous Reading Books, to which
we are constantly making additions. We have now
monthly arrivals from New York of goods in our
line, purchased expressly for the Pacific market.
We bare also every variety of Music and Musical
Instruments, with tbe necessary fixtures, &c.
Church Music of late Boston publications.

r a -

mak.wN & HITCHCOCK.
San Francisco, August, I860 --6m14

BANJOS, TAMBORINES, VI
lins, violas, iruitars, accordeons, flutes,

a l files, flareolettes. clarionets, bueles.
bass hoiTis, trombones, cornopeans, saxe tubas, tri
angles, tuning forks, castinetts. bones, harp strings;
rosin, reeds, strings, screws, and other fixtures for
tbe above instruments. A rood selection or book
and sheet music; aleo, complete sets of Stephen C
Massett's Songs, for sale at the Pioneer Book
Store. Herald Buildin?, Montgomery st., San
Francisco. (76m) MARVIN & HITCHCOCK.

1Y1 AHVIXI & HITCHCOCK,
General Stationers and Booksellers,

WHOLESALE AND RETAIL, AT THE
PIONEER BOOK STORE,

In tbe Herald Buildings, Montgomery st, near Clay
Aug. 17-I4-- ly SAN r KAN CI SCO.

DE WITT A HARRISON,
filtrctlants $z (Eommissioo 5lgrats,

SAN FRANCISCO, CALIFORNIA. 50-- 1 y

nORAOE HAWES,
SAN FRANCISCO. CALironwiA. 9y

pAUTION. The undersigned having be
vy come tbe proprietor of the estate cauea &.ane-lo- a,

in the district of Kona, Oahu, hereby notifies
all owners of Cattle, Horses, Sheep, Goats, and
every other description of domestic animals, that
any of tbe said animals found within the bounda-
ries hf the Said estate after the date hereof, will

regarded as trespassers, and dealt with accord- -

ingly. WILLIAM JAKKtll.
Honolulu, Sept. 7, 1850.6m-1- 7.

HONOLULU, SATURDAY, DECEMBER 7,
From Five Ter' ITuntinj Adventure In Somh A fries.

HABITS OF THE AFRICAN LION
The night of the 19th was to me rather a

memorable one, as being the first on which I
had the satisfaction ofhearing the deep-tone- d

thunder of the lion's roar. Although there
was no one near to inform me by what beast
the haughty and impressive sounds which
echoed through the wilderness were produc-
ed, I had little difficulty in divining. There
was no mistake about it; and on hearing it I
at once knew, as well as if accustomed to the
sound from my infancy, that the appalling
roar which was uttered within half a mile ofi
me was no other than that of the mighty and
terrible king of beasts. Although the digni-
fied and truly monarchical appearance of the
lion has long rendered him famous among his
fellow quadrupeds, and his appearance and
habits have oftener been described by abler
pens than mine, nevertheless I consider that
a few remarks, resulting from my own per-
sonal experience, formed by a tolerable long
acquaintance with him, both by day and by
night, may not prove uninteresting to the
reader. There is something so noble and
imposing in the presence of the lion, when
seen walking with dignified self-possessi- on,

free and undaunted, on his native soil, that
no description can convey an adequate idea
of his striking appearance. The lion is ex-
quisitely formed by nature for the predatory
habits which he is destined to pursue. Com-
bining in comparatively small compass the
qualities of power and agility, he is enabled,
by means of the tremendous machinery with
which nature has gifted him, easily to over-
come and destroy almost every beast of the
forest.however superior to him in weight and
stature.

Though considerably under four feet in
height, he has little difficulty in dashing to
the ground and overcoming the lofty and ap-
parently powerful giraffe, whose head towers
above the trees of the forest, and whose skin
is nearly an inch in thickness. The lion is
the constant attendant of the vast herds of
buffaloes which frequent the interminable
forests of the interior; and a full grown one,
so long as his teeth are unbroken, generally
proves a match for an old bull buiTalo,which
in' size and strength greatly surpasses the
most powerful breed of English cattle: the
lion also preys on all the larger varieties of
the antelopes, and on both the varieties ofi
the gnoo. The zebra, which is met in large
herds throughout the interior, is also a fa
vorite object of his pursuit.

Lions do not refuse, as has been asserted,
to feast upon the venison that they have not
killed themselves. I have repeatedly dis
covered lions of all acrs which have taken
possession of, and were feasting upon, the
carcasses of various g.nrr.o quadrupeds which
had fallen before my rifle, i he lion is very
generally diffused throughout the secluded
parts of Southern Africa. ' He is, however,
nowhere met with in great abundance,

.
it be- -

f .1very rare to nnn more man tnrec, or
even two, families of lions frequenting the
same district and drinking at the same foun
tain. When a greater number were met
with, I remarked that it was owing to long- -
protracted droughts, which, by drying all the
fountains, had compelled the game of various
districts to crowd the remaining springs, and
the lions, according to their custom, follow-
ed in the wake. It is a common thing to
come upon a full-gro- lion and lioness as
sociating with three or four large young ones
nearly full-grow- n; at other times, full-gro-

males will be found associating and hunting
together in a happy state of friendship: two,
three, and four lull-gro- wn male lions mav
thus be discovered consorting together.

The male lion is adorned with a long.
rank, shaggy mane, which in some instances
almost sweeps the ground. The color of
these

.
manes varies, some being very dark,

1 S IS maana otners ot a golden yellow, l his appear
aute uas given rise 10 a prevailing opinion
among the boers that there are two distinct
varieties of lions, which they distinguish bv
the respective names of "Scbwart fere life"
and "Chiel fore life:" this idea, however, is
erroneous. The color of the lion's mane is
generally influenced by his age. He attains
his mane in the third year of his existence
I have remarked that at first it is of a yel
lowish color; in the prime of his life it is
blackest, and when he has numbered many
years, but still is in the full enjoyment of his
power, it assumes a yellowish-gra- y, pepper-and-sa- lt

sort of color. These old fellows are
cunning and dangerous, , and most to be
dreaded. The females are utterly destitute
of a mane, being covered with a short, thick,
glossy coat of twany hair. The manes and
coats of lions frequenting open-lyin- g districts
utterly destitute of trees, such as the borders
of the great Kalahari desert, are more rank!
and handsome than those inhabiting forest
districts

One of ihe most striking things connected
with tbe lion is his voice, which is extremely
grand and peculiarly striking. It consists at
times of a low, deep moaning, repeated five
or six times, ending in faintly audible sighs;
at other times he startles the forest with loud
deep-tone- d, solemn roars, repeated five or
six times in quick successions, each increas
ing in loudness to the third or fourth, when
his voice dies away in five or six low, muffl
ed sounds, very much resembling distant
thunder. At times, and not unfrequently, a
troop may be heard roaring in concert, one
assuming the lead, and two, three, or four
more regularly taking up their parts, like
persons singing a catch. Like our Scottish
stags at the rutting season, they roar loudest
in cold, frosty nights; but on no occasions
are their voices to be heard in such perfec
tion, or so intensly powerful, as when two or
three strange troops of lions approach a
fountain to drink at the same time. When
this occurrs, every member of each troop
sounds a bold roar of defiance at the oppo-
site parties; and when one roars,- all roar to
gether, and each seems to vie with his com
rades in the intensity and power of his
voice. of

The power and grandeur of these noctur
nal forest concerts is inconceivably striking
and pleasing to the hunter's car. .The effect

may remark, is greatly enhanced when the

hearer happens to be situated in the denths
of the forest, at the dead hour of midnight,
unaccompanied by any attendant, and en-
sconced within twenty yards of the fountain
which the surrounding troops of lions are ap-
proaching. Such has been my situation
many scores of times; and though I am al-

lowed to have a tolerable good taste for mu-
sic, I consider the catches with which I was
then regaled as the sweetest and most natu-
ral I ever heard.

As a general rule, lions roar during the
night; their sighing moans commencing as
the shades of evening envelop the forest, and
continuing at intervals throughout the night.
In distant and secluded regions, however, I
have constantly heard them roaring loudly
as late as nine and ten o'clock on a bright,
sunny morning. In hazy and rainy weather
they are to be heard at every hour in the
day, but their roar is subdued. It often hap-
pens that when two strange male lions meet
at a fountain, a terrific combat ensues, which
not unfrequeutly ends in the death of one of
them. The habits of the lion are strictly
nocturnal; during the day he lies concealed
beneath the shade of some low, bushy tree
or wide-spreadi- ng bush, either in the level
forest or on the mountain side. He is also
partial to lofty reeds, or fields of long, rank,
yellow grass, such as occur in low-lyi- ng

valleys. From these haunts he sallies forth
when the sun goes down, and commenceshis
nightly prowl. When he is successful in
his beat and has secured his prey, he does
not roar much that night, only uttering oc-
casionally a few low moans; that is, provid-
ed no intruders approach him, otherwise the
case would be different.

Lions are ever most active, daring, and
presuming in dark and stormy nights, and
consequently, on such occasions, the travel-
er ought more particularly to be on his
guard. I remarked a fact connected with
the lions' hour of drinking peculiar to them
selves: they seemed unwilling to visit the
fountains with good moonlight. Thus, when
the moon rose early, the lions deferred their
hour of watering until late in the morning
and when the moon rose late, they drank at
a very early hour in the night. By this
acute system many a grisly lion saved his
bacon, and is now luxuriating in the forests
of South Africa, w hich had otherwise fallen
by the barrels of my "Westly Richards."
Uwing to the twany color of the coat with
which nature has robed him, he is perfectly
invisible in the dark; and although I have
often heard them loudly lapping the water
under my very nose, not twenty yards from
me, 1 could not possibly make out so much
as the outline of their forms. When a thirsty
lion comes to water, he stretches out his
massive arms, lies down on his breast to
drink, and makes a loud lapping noise in
drinking not to be mistaken. He continues
lapping up the water for a long while, and
four or five times during the proceeding he
pauses lor Halt a minute as if to take breath
One thing conspicuous about them is their
eyes, which, in a dark night, glow like two
balls ol lie

The female 1s more fierce and active than
the male, as a general rule. Lionesses
which have never had young are much more
dangerous than those which have. At no
time is the lion so much to be dreaded as
when his partner has got small young ones.
At that season he knows no fear, and, in the
coolest and most intrepid manner, he will
face a thousand men. A remarkable in
stance of this kind came tinder my own ob
servation, winch continued the reports I had
oelore heard irom the natives. One dav,
when out elephant-huntin- g in the territory
of the "Bascleka," accompanied by two
hundred and fifty men. I was astonished sud
denly to behold a majestic lion slowly and
Bicuuur uu',incing lowaras us with a dam
ned step and undaunted beating, the most
noble and imposing that can be conceived.
Lashing his tail from side to side, and growl
ing naughtily, his terribly expressive eye
resolutely fixed upon us, and displaying a
show of ivory well calculated to inspire ter-
ror among the timid "Bechuanas," he ap-
proached. A headlong flight of the two
hundred and fifty men was the immediate re-

sult; and, in the confusion of the moment,
four couples of my dogs, which they had
been leading, were allowed to escape in
their couples. These instantly faced the
lion, who, finding that by his bold bearing
he had succeeded in putting his enemies to
flight, now became solicitous for the safety
of his little family, with which the lioness
was retreating in the background. Facing
about, he followed a.er them with a haughty
and independent

, . sten. prowlini? fiercely nt- r m - o jtne Cos wnich trotted alon? on either side
of him. Three troops of elephants having
been discovered a few minutes previous to
this, upon which 1 was marching for the at
tack, I, with the most heartfelt reluctance,
reserved my fire. On running down the hil
side to endeavor to recall my dogs, I observ
ed, for the first time, the retreating lioness
with four cubs. About twenty minutes af
terwards two noble elephants repaid my for
bearance.

Among Indian Nimrods, a certain class of,
royal tigers is dignified with the appellation
of "man-eater- s. Ihese are tigers which,
having once tasted humTin flesh, show a pre
dilection for the same, and such characters
are very naturally famed and dreaded among
the natives. Elderly gentlemen of similar
tastes and habits are occasionally met with
among the lions in the interior of South Af
rica, and the danger of such neighbors may
be easily imagined. I account for lions first
acquiring this taste in the following manner: isthe Bechuana tribes of the far interior do not
bury their dead, but unceremoniously carry
them forth, and leave them lying exposed in
the forest or on the plain, a prey to the lion
and hya?na, or the jackal and vulture; and I
can readily imagine that a lion, having thus
once tasted human flesh, would have little
hesitation, when opportunity presented itself

springing upon and carrying on the un-

wary traveler or "Bechuana" inhabiting his
country: Be this as it may, man-eate- rs oc-

cur; and on my fourth hunting expedition, a
lorrible tragedy was acted one dark night in

1850.
my little lonely camp by one of these formi-
dable characters, which deprived me, in the
far wilderness, of my most valuable servant.
In winding up these few observations on the
lion, which I trust will not have been tire-
some to the reader, I may remark that lion-hunti- ng,

under any circumstances, is decid-
edly a dangerous pursuit. It may never-
theless be followed, to a certain extent, with
comparative safety by those who have natu
rally a turn for that sort of thing. A reck-
lessness of death, perfect coolness and self--
possession, an acquaintance with the dispo-
sition and manners of lions, and a tolerable
knowledge of the use of the ride, are indis
pensable to him who would shine in the
overpoweringly exciting pastime of hunting
mis justly-celebrat- ed king ol beasts.

WoRnswoaTH'g Posthumous Poem. This is
a voice that speaks to u across a eulf of nearly
fifty years. A few months ago WonUwonh was
taken from us at the ripe ae of fourscore, vet
here we have him addressing the public, as for
the first time, with all the fervor, the unworn
freshness, the hopeful confidence of thirty. We
are carried back to the period when Coleridge,
Byron, Scott, Ro?er, and Moore were in their
youthful prime. We live again in tbe stirring
days when the poets who divided public atten-
tion and interest with the Fabian struggle in Por-
tugal and Spain, with the wild and terrible events
of the Russian campaign, with the uprising of
the I eutonie nations, and the overthrow of Na-
poleon, were in a manner but commencing their
cycle of songs. This is to renew, to antedate,
the youth of the majority of the living genera-lio- n.

But only those whose whose memory still
carries them so far back, can feel within them
any reflex of that eager excitement, with which
the news of battles fought and won, or mail-coa- ch

copies of some new work of Scott, or Byron, or
the Edinburgh Review were looked for in those
already old days.

We need not remind the readers of the " Ex-
cursion," that when Wordsworth was enabled
by the generous enthusiasm of Raisley Calvert,
to retire with n slender independence into hi
native mountains, there to devote himself exclu-
sively to his art, his first step was to review and.I -- L - -
recuru in verse, me origin ana progress ot ins
own powers, ns far as he was acquainted with
them. This was at once an exercise in versifi-
cation, and a test of the kind of poetry for which
he was by temperament fitted. The result was
a determination to compose a philosophical
poem, containing views of man, of nature,-an- d

society. This nmbitious conception has been
doomed to share the fate of many other colossal
undertakings. Of the three parts of his " Re-
cluse," thus planned, only the second (" The
Excursion," published in 1313), has been com-
pleted. Of the other two there exists only the
first book of the first, and the plan of the third.
The "Recluse" will remain in fragmentary
greatness, a poetical Cathedral of Cologne.

Matters standing thus, it has not been without
a melancholy sense of the uncertainty ot human
projects, and of the contrast between the san- -

guine enterprise and its silent evaporation, i
often "the history of an individual mind"), that!
we have perused this "Prelude," which no com-- J
pleted strain was destined to follow. Yet in the
poem itself there is nothing to inspire depres-
sion. It is animated throughout w ith the bope--
iui connoence in tne poet's own powers, so nat-
ural to the time of life at which it was composed,
it evinces a power and.soar of imagination un
surpassed in any of his writings; and its images
and incidents have n freshness and distinctness
which they not seldom lost, when they came
to be elaborated, ns many of them were, in his
minor poems of a later date.

The "Prelude," as the title nase indicates, is
a poetical autobiography, commencing with tbe
earliest reminiscences of the author, and con
tinued to the time at which it was composed.
We are told that it was begun in 1799 and com
pleted in 1805. It consists of fourteen books.
Two are devoted to the infancy and school-tim- e

of the poet; four to the period of his University
life; two to a brief residence in London, imme
diately subsequent to bis leaving Cambridge, and
a retrospect of the progress that his mind had
then made; and three to a residence in France.
chiefly iu the Loire, but partly in Paris, during
the stormy period of Louis the Sixteenth's flight
and capture, and the fierce contest between the
(jirondins and Robespierre. Five books are
then occupied in nn analysis of the internal
struggle occasioned by tbe contradictory influ-
ences of rural and secluded nature in boyhood.
and of society wheu the young man first mingles
with the world. '1 he surcease of the strife is
recorded in tbe fourteenth book, entitled ' Con
clusion."

The poem is addressed to Coleridge; and
apart from its poetical merits, is interesting as at
once a counterpart and supplement to that au
thor's philosophical and beautiful criticism of
the "Lyrical ballads" in bis "Biographia Liter-aria- ,"

It completes the explanation there given
of the peculiar constitution of Wordsworth's
mind, and of his poetical theory. It confirms and
justifyg our opinion, that that theory yas
aim erroneous; nut ai me sarr.6 time it establ-iu- f
the fact that V 6niswortb was a true, and a great
poet in ucsp-.i-

e ot his theory.
The great defect of Wordsworth, in our judg

ment, was want of sympathy with, and know
ledge of men. From his birth till his entry ofr"ll u i: 1 '..tvuuege, uc iivcii in a region wnere ne met wun
none whose minds might awaken his sympathies
ana wnere lite was altogether uneventful. Un
the other hand, that region abounded with the
inert, striking and most impressive objects of
natural scenery. 1 be elementary grandeur and
beauty of external nature came thus to fill up his
imiio o i ne exclusion oi ouman interests, i o
such a result his individual constitution power
fully contributed. The sensuous element was
singularly detective in his nature. He never
seems to have passed through that erratic period
out of which some poets have never emerged
A soaring, speculative, imagination, and an im
petuous resistless self-wil- l, were bis distinguish
ing characteristics. From first to last he concen
trated himself within himself; brooding over bis
own fancies and imaginations to the comparative
disregard of tbe incidents and impressions which
suggested them; and was little susceptible of ideas
originating in other mind. And we behold the
result. He live alone in a world of mountains,
streams, and atmospheric phenomena, dealing
with moral abstractions, and rarely encountered
by even shadowy spectres of beings outwardly
resembling himself. I here is measureless power
and grandeur in his moral speculations. There

intense reality in his pictures of external na
ture. But thouzh bis human characters are pre
sented with great skill of metaphysical analysis,
tney nave rarely lire or animation, ne is aiways
the prominent, and often the exclusive; object of
his own song.

Uuon a mind so constituted, with its psycho
logical peculiarities so cherished and confirmed,
the fortunes and fates of others, and the stirring
events of his time made vivid but very transient
impressions. I be conversation and writings ot
contemporaries trained among books, and with
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the faculty of speech more fully developed than
that of thought, seemed colorless and empty to
one with whom natural olject and grandeur
were always present in such overpowering force.
Excluded by bis social position from taking an
active part in tbe public rrenls of the day, mid
rejelled by the emptiness of the then fashion-
able literature, he turned to private niid humble
life as pressing at least a reality. But he
thus withheld himself from the contemplation
of those great mental excitements which only
great public struggles can awakem He con-truci- ed

a habit of exaggerating the imiortanre
of every -- day incidents and emotions;. He

himself to see in men and in social
relations only what he was prede termined to
see there, and to impute to them a value am!
im porta m--e derived mainly from his own self-wi-ll.

Even his natural good tasie ruiitrihuud
to confirm him in his error. The two prevail-
ing schools of literature in England at that time
were the trashy and mouthing writers who ad-
opted the sounding language of Johnson and
Darwin, unenlivened by the vigorous thought of
either; and the "dead sea apes "of that inflated,
sentimental, revolutionary style which Diderot
bad unconsciously originated, and Kotzebue car-
ried beyond tbe verge of caricature. The right
feeling ami manly thought of Wordsworth were
disgusted by these shallow word-monger- s, and
he flew to the other extre ne. Under the influ-
ence repulsive and attractive we have thus
attempted to indicate, he adopted tbe theory that
ns much of grandeur and profbhd emotion was
to be found in mere domestic incidents and feel-
ings, as on the more conspicuous stage of public
life ; and that a bald and naked simplicity of
language was the perfection of style. Singularly
enough he was confirmed in these notions by the
very writer of the day whose own natural genius
more than any of bis cotetnporaries, impelled
him to riot in great, wild, supernatural concep-
tions; and to give utterance to them in gorgeous
language. Coleridge wm perhaps the only

from whom Wordsworth ever took
an opinion; and that he did so from him was
mainly attributable to the fact that Coleridge did
little more than reproduce to bim his own no-
tions, sometimes rectified by a subtler logic, but
always rendered moreattractive by new and daz-
zling illustration.

Fortunately it is out of the power of tbe most
perverse theory to spoil the true poet. The poems
of Wordsworth must continue to charm and ele-
vate mankind, in defiance of his crochets, just
as Luther, flenri Quatre, and other living im-
personations of poetry do despite of all quaint
peculiarities of tbe attire, the customs, or the
opinions of their respective ages, with which
they are imbued. The spirit of truth and poetry
redeems, enobles, hallows, every external form
in w hich it may le lodged. We may " pshaw "
and " pooh" at " Harry Gill " and the " Idiot
Boy," but the deep and tremulous tenderness
of sentiment, and the strong-winge- d flight of
fancy, the excelling and unvarying purity, which
pervade all the writings of Wordsworth, and
the exquite melody of his lyrical poems, .must
ever continue to attract and purify the mind.
Tbe very excesses into w hich his one sided the-
ory betrayed him, acted as a useful counter-age- nt

to the prevailing bad taste of his time.
1 he " Prelude " may take a permanent place

as one of the most perfect of Wordsworth's com- -
positions. It has much of the fearless felicity
of youth; and its imagery has the sharp and
vivid outline of ideas fresh from the brain. The
subject the derelopement of his own great
powers raises him above tbat wilful dallying-wit-

trivialities which repels us in some of his
other works. And there is a real vitality in the
theme, both from our anxiety to know the course
of such a mind, and from the effect of an absorb-
ing interest in himself, excluding that languor
which sometimes seized him in bis efforts to im-

part or attribute interest to themes possessing
little or none in themselves. Its mere narrative
though often very homely, and dealing in too
many words, is often characterised also by ele-
vated imagination, and always by eloquence.
The bustle of London life; the prosaic uncouth--.

ness of its exterior, the earnest heart that beats
beneath it, the details even of its commonest
amusements, from Bartholemew Fair to Sadler's
Wells, are pourtroyed with simple force, and
delicate discrimination, and fur tbe most part
skillfully contrasted with the rural life of the
poet's native home. There are some truthful
and powerful sketches of French character, and
life in the early revolutionary era. liut above
all, as might have been anticipated, Words
worth heart revels in the elementary lienuty
and grandeur of his mountain theme: while his
own simple history is traced with minute fidelity,
and is full of unflagging interest. London
Examiner.

Short ccts across tke globe. To a
person who wishes to sail for California an
inspection of the map ofthe world reveals a
provoking peculanty. The Atlantic Ocean

the highway of the globe being separat
ed from the Pacific by the great western
continent, it is impossible to sail to the op-

posite coasts without goin thousands ' of
miles out !5w-ay;"To- r he most double

' rlorn Yet a closer inspection v lile
map will discover that but for one little bar
rier of land, which is. in size but a3 a grain
of sand to the bed of an ocearr, the passage
would be direct.- - Were it not for that small
neck of land, the Isthmus of Panama (which
narrows in one place to twenty-eig- ht miles)
he might save a voyage of from six to eight
thousand miles, and pass at once into the
Pacific Ocean. Again, if his desires tend
toward the East.be perceives that but for the
Isthmus of Suez, he would not be obliged e

the Cape of Good llope. The east-
ern difficulty has been partially obviated by
the overland route opened Up by the

Waghorn. The western barrier has
yet to be broken through.

Now that we can shake hands with Broth-
er Jonathan in twelve days by means of
weekly steamers; travel from one nd of
Great Britain to another, or from the Hud-
son to the Ohio, as fast as the , wind, and
make our words dance to distant friends up-

on the magic tight wire a great deal faster
now that the European and Columbian Saxon
is spreading his children more or less over
all the known habitable world: ft seems ex
traordinary that the simple expedient of op
ening a twenty-eig- ht mile passage- - between
the Pacific and Allan' ic Oceans, to save a
dangerous vovacre of some eiht thousand
miles, has not been already achieved. In
this age of enterprise that so simple a reme-
dy for so great an evil should not have been
applied appears astonishing. Nay, we ought
to feel some shame when we reflect that ev-

idences in the neighborhood of both isthmuses
exist of such junction having existed.in what
we are pleased to designate " barbarous "
ages.

Docs nature present insurmountable en
gineering difficulties to the Panama scheme?
By no means: for after the Croton aqueduct


